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Welcome  

Kate Beutel, Ph.D. 
Provost, Lourdes University 

 

Opening Prayer  

Sister Shannon Schrein, OSF 
Assistant Congregational Minister,  

Sisters of St. Francis, Sylvania OH 

 

Introduction 

Sr. Rosine Sobczak, OSF 
President, S.A.V.E. 

 

2025 ONU Regional Science Day 
Planet Earth Sustainability Award 

 

Jash Patel 
“Portable Homemade Water Distiller: Comparing Efficacy of 

Silicon Vs. Copper Tubing” 
Incarnation Catholic School, Dayton OH, Grade 8 

 

Retaj Aljabouri 
“Paper Towel vs. Air Dryer” 

Toledo Islamic Academy, Grade 8 
 

Pranav Polu 
“Disinfecting Water (SODIS)” 

Perrysburg Junior High School, Grade 8 

Welcome! 
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Congratulations! 
 
 

David and Janice Sandys Eco-Service Award  

Franciscan Center Staff 
 

Eco-Friend of the Environment Award 

Curt and  Alison Osmun  
 

Eco-School Award—Elementary  

Ella P. Stewart Academy for Girls 
 

Eco-School Award—Secondary 

Notre Dame Academy Environmental Club 
 

Eco-Community Award  

Yvonne Dubielak 
 

Edo-Educator Award—Elementary 

Lianne Genzman 

Eco-Educator Award—Secondary 

Stacey Leffler 
 

Sharon Havelak OSF Eco–Faith Community Award 

Under One Roof  Food Pantry 
 

Community Building Award 

Olivia Holden 
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David and Janice Sandys  
Eco-Service Award 

 
Franciscan Center Staff 

 

The Franciscan Center thrives thanks to dedication and hard 

work of our exceptional team. Led by Ashley Jordan, Director of 

Events and Catering, and supported by Madison Sample, our 

Event Coordinator, every detail is thoughtfully planned and 

executed. Behind the scenes, Bruce Ide and Anthony Ide 

ensure each event is perfectly set up and runs seamlessly. 

Together, we bring professionalism, care, and excellence to 

every occasion.  

 

Our team coordinates and manages events across all our 

versatile spaces- including the Boardroom, Conference rooms, 

Commons, and Theater. Whether it’s a business meeting, 

birthday party, wedding, 

or dance recital, we 

handle it all with 

expertise and attention 

to detail. We are always 

so happy to work with 

Lourdes University 

faculty and staff, the 

Sisters of St. Francis 

and, of course, SAVE! 
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Eco–Friend of the Environment Award 
 

 

Curt and Alison Osmun 

Manos Community Garden 
 

Curt Osmun was born and raised in Edgerton, OH. At an early 

age, he learned how to grow food and respect the land by help-

ing his Grandfather Delmar on his  80-acre farm. After high 

school, he followed in his father Cleatus’ footsteps and enlisted 

in the Navy for a six-year term. He tested and qualified for the 

elite Navy Nuclear Submarine Program.  He served on the Na-

thanael Greene (a strategic nuclear ballistic submarine). After 

his honorable discharge, he completed his Master’s Degree of 

Finance. He married Alison and together they have created and 

maintained (with the help of many along the way) Manos Com-

munity Garden since 2011. 

 

Alison Wood-Osmun is a native Toledoan. She learned how 

to garden and the magic of nature from her mother Alice in their 

backyard. She has an Associate Degree in Landscaping /

Horticulture and a Bachelor of Science Degree. She interned at 

Toledo Botanical Garden eventually becoming the Perennial 

Garden Manager, Collections Curator and Plant Records Keep-

er and a regular contribu-

tor to TBG’s quarterly 

magazine Cultivation writ-

ing about respecting and 

investing in nature.  

 

She created and wrote a 

column for many years for 

Toledo City Paper which 

focused on enjoying and 
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appreciating the natural 

places throughout the area. 

For the past fifteen years, 

she has held the position of 

Toledo GROWs Community 

Garden Coordinator/Horticul

-turist where she joyfully 

works to help gardeners 

across the Toledo Metro ar-

ea create and manage community gardens.  She encourages 

and provides them with information and tools which help to sup-

port pollinators and nature as well as to grow high quality pro-

duce. 

 

Manos Community Garden serves as a community vegetable 

garden as well as a natural oasis in downtown Toledo.  Not on-

ly does it supply the neighborhood gardeners with fresh pro-

duce but also those in need. The garden also supports urban 

birds with bird feeders and bird baths as well as pollinators with 

native flowering plants and artistic nature murals. The garden is 

part of the Cornell Urban Bird Study. Signage provides casual 

learning for those who visit the garden. 

 

MCG also provides a respite for folks to commune with nature, 

to slow down and relax, to sit and listen to the birds, enjoy the 

flowering plants and walk the labyrinth. It further serves as a 

land lab for the ecology stu-

dents as well as a natural 

muse for the creative writing 

class at the Toledo School of 

the Arts. The Sharing Shack 

is the newest addition 

providing and delighting the 

neighborhood with food, 

books and small essentials. 
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Eco-School Award -Elementary 
 

  
Ella P. Stewart Academy for Girls,  

Toledo 
 

Mrs. Morris is a devoted wife, mother, and dedicated educator 

with 27 years of teaching experi-

ence. She currently serves as a 

3rd-grade teacher at Ella P. Stew-

art Academy for Girls, the region’s 

only all-girls public school, part of 

Toledo Public Schools. Since be-

coming an all-girls academy in 

2003, Stewart Academy has em-

powered young women to lead 

with confidence, integrity, and ex-

cellence, fostering a sisterhood where every girl shines under 

the leadership of Principal Shannon Carter. 

 

While Mrs. Morris’s Wax Museum project may not focus directly 

on the environment, it powerfully reflects the values of ecology, 

sustainability, and spirituality that align with the mission of 

S.A.V.E. Through this project, her students research and honor 

African American 

women of influence — 

cultivating pride, pur-

pose, and a sense of 

responsibility to uplift 

others. The poise and 

pride her students 

demonstrate exempli-

fy the kind of holistic 
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education that inspires socially conscious, globally-minded 

leaders. 

 

Mrs. Morris’s nurturing approach, commitment to equity, and 

passion for inspiring young girls mirror S.A.V.E.’s core mission 

of valuing all life and promoting a just, sustainable world for 

future generations. 

.  
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Eco-School Award - Secondary 
 

Notre Dame High School  
Environmental Club 

 

Notre Dame Academy is an all-girls Catholic high school locat-

ed in Toledo. Throughout the years, NDA has strived to make 

the school environment more sustainable, and to develop a 

sense of environmental responsibility among all its students. 

 

The Academy campus has made construction upgrades, in-

cluding replacing single-pane windows with more energy-

efficient double-pane windows, replacing older lights with LED 

lighting, and installing auto-dimming lights based on movement 

in some classrooms. NDA is excited to announce that a donor 

has offered funding to construct a greenhouse on campus next 

school year. All classes and students will be able to make use 

of it. 

 

Curriculum-wise, the Academy offers an Environmental class 

on the Advanced Placement level, and a Biology class at the 

International Baccalaureate level. Both classes cover many top-

ics related to sustaina-

bility. Science teacher 

Mr. Steve Coppens 

has started a ver-

micomposting bin 

(composting using 

worms) in his class-

room. His classes 

have been working to 

clone and grow plants 

for distribution to class-
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rooms, in order to 

increase the ben-

efits of more 

greenery. 

Throughout the 

school, Notre 

Dame heavily pro-

motes reusable 

water bottles and 

has several bottle 

refilling sta-

tions.  Many of the 

teachers try to re-

duce paper use by 

incorporating the 

students’ iPads in 

their curriculum. 

Some individual 

classrooms have 

recycling bins, 

The school spon-

sors a school uniform resale shop.  

 

The NDA Environmental Club has a goal of making the Acade-

my a greener and cleaner place, and to promote environmental 

consciousness among all the students. The Club’s recent pro-

ject was to repot plants grown in science class, and distribute 

them to other classrooms. (See photo) 
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Eco-Community Award 
 

Yvonne Dubielak 
 

I grew up on a farm with a large vegetable garden. As the old-

est daughter of eight children, I often had the job of helping with 

the canning and preservation of food from that garden. After 

earning a degree in Music Education, I taught middle school for 

nine years before going on to receive a Master’s degree in Edu-

cational Administration. I then served 14 years as an elemen-

tary school principal before deciding I was ready to move on to 

serve the community in a different way.  

 

All of my past experiences provided a good foundation for my 

work at Toledo GROWs. I started here in 2013 as Program 

Manager – at a time when we were a program of Toledo Botan-

ical Garden. In 2017 we became a stand-alone organization 

(TBG became part of the Metroparks System), and I took over 

as the Executive Director. 

In this role, I oversee op-

erations, management, 

and programs, while also 

serving as the chief fund-

raiser and community liai-

son. 

 

At Toledo GROWs, we 

believe that all should 

have access to fresh, 

healthful food. As we pro-

vide support for 105 com-

munity gardens in and 

around the city, we re-

move barriers so all in our 
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community can have access. Our educational programs em-

power people of all ages to learn about growing and eating 

healthy food. 

 

My husband Mark and I have two grown children who are as 

dedicated to working for social justice as we are. Mark and I 

enjoy traveling to spend time with our children, live music and 

theater, reading, and spending time with family and friends. 
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Eco-Educator Award (Elementary)  
  

Lianne Genzman 
Ottawa Hills Elementary School 

Lianne Genzman is a fifth grade science teacher at Ottawa Hills 

Elementary School. On a regular basis, Lianne invites the Lu-

cas Soil and Water Conservation District educational program-

ming into her classroom. The LSWCD awarded her the Conser-

vation Educator of the Year Award. She and her students are 

annual participants in the Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of 

Governments (TMACOG) Student Watershed Watch. Through 

the SWW, she partners with the Nature Conservancy to remove 

invasive species and discuss ways to improve the overall health 

of our watershed with her students. 

 

When asked why she does 

what she does, Lianne said, 

“I love establishing partner-

ships with local groups to 

help my students see con-

nections in the environment 

and their own backyard.” 

 

Prior to teaching, Lianne 

worked as a Restoration 

Technician for two separate 

Conservation Authorities in 

Canada, and she is a found-

ing member of the Lake Erie 

Islands Chapter of the Black 
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Swamp Conservancy. Her background includes an undergrad-

uate degree in environmental science, a postgraduate degree 

in restoration ecology, and an additional masters degree in 

mathematics education. 
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Stacey Leffler is a wife, mother of four, a 7th-grade science 

teacher at Timberstone Junior High, a cross-country coach, and 

a Sylvania Tree Commissioner. Her work and life reflect a deep 

commitment to environmental education, sustainability, and 

youth empowerment. Stacey believes that the best way to in-

spire students to care for the Earth is to immerse them in na-

ture. Sylvan Prairie Park is adjacent to Timberstone, so Stacey 

regularly brings her students outdoors to observe and learn 

from the environment. In collaboration with Outdoor Sylvania, 

students explore the prairie marsh, collect water samples, iden-

tify native species, and collect seeds for propagation.  

 

With guidance from The Nature Conservancy, Stacey Leffler's 

students receive training on ethical and effective seed collec-

tion techniques for species such as common milkweed, Indian 

grass, bergamot, coneflowers, rattlesnake master, and more, 

building awareness of pollinators, native habitats, and ecologi-

cal balance. Some of these seeds, after being dried and 

cleaned, were sown in the new prairie plot installed by the Tole-

do Zoo on Timberstone’s campus.  

 

In 2022, when one of her stu-

dents shared the news that 

Monarchs had been classified 

as an endangered species, 

Stacey recognized the im-

portance of this issue. She de-

cided to incorporate lessons 

about Monarch biology into 

Eco-Educator Award (Secondary)  
 

Stacey Leffler 
Timberstone Junior High School 
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her curriculum. She emphasized the importance of milkweed 

in the butterfly's life cycle as well as the broader significance 

of pollinators in our ecosystem. The students then collected 

milkweed seeds from nearby Sylvan Prairie Park and pre-

pared them to be distributed to the community and planted in 

their home landscapes. For her efforts in helping the endan-

gered butterfly, Stacey Leffler was awarded a Natural Habitat 

Adventures Monarch Butterfly Scholarship Grant, which al-

lowed her to travel to the monarch sanctuaries in Mexico—a 

life-changing experience that deepened her commitment to 

conservation. Since returning, she has shared her journey 

and the ecological insights she gained by giving talks through-

out the community. 

 

Along with Monarchs, Stacey Leffler has a passion for birds 

and makes it her mission to prepare her students for North-

west Ohio's "Biggest Week in Birding." Her students learn to 

identify birds by sight and sound, developing a deeper appre-

ciation for the wildlife around them. Stacey feels that the more 

the students know about the plants and animals around them, 

the more they will feel compelled to protect them.  

 

Timberstone had its first-ever Arbor Day celebration this year, 

led by Stacey Leffler. The 7th graders planted 12 trees in the 

newly minted Treestone Grove, and 325 seedlings were dis-

tributed to families and staff, further connecting the school 

community to long-term environmental care. 

 

Whether planting trees, guiding students through native prai-

ries, or inspiring future conservationists, Stacey Leffler’s work 

exemplifies the powerful intersection of education, sustainabil-

ity, and community engagement. Her hands-on, place-based 

approach to science education continues to cultivate a gener-

ation of environmentally conscious and empowered young 

people.  
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Sister Sharon Havelak  
Eco-Faith Community Award 

 

Under One Roof Food Pantry 

Under One Roof is a food pantry located in Maumee, Ohio.  

Our mission is to eliminate hunger in our community through 

collaboration and engagement of community partners.   Start-

ing as a collection of emergency food items in the basement of 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, it is now a collaborative effort in-

volving seven partnering organizations: Calvary Church; Cass 

Road Baptist Church, First Church of Christ, Scientist; First 

Presbyterian Church; Mercy Health; St. Joseph’s Catholic 

Church; and St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.  Using a shared 

leadership approach, each partner has committed to providing 

volunteers, food and hygiene donations, financial support and 

representation on our Advisory Committee.  Over fifty volun-

teers work together to operate and maintain this non-profit en-

deavor.  Committee members seek to engage the larger com-

munity in our mission by reaching out to schools, businesses, 

individuals and organizations to support our work.  

 

We strive to create a 

welcoming environ-

ment for our clients 

who are served once 

a month by appoint-

ment.  All clients meet 

the income eligibility 

requirements estab-
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lished by Ohio Jobs and Fami-

ly Services.  Clients are al-

lowed to choose perishable 

and non-perishable food and 

hygiene items from a well-

stocked storefront.  In addition 

to prepared foods, we encour-

age eco-friendly habits by of-

fering fresh herbs and vegeta-

bles from our garden, supply-

ing reusable cloth bags and 

encouraging recycling.  

 

 The pantry is open on Mon-

days and Thursdays with 

morning, afternoon and evening hours for the convenience of 

our customers.  Medical screenings are periodically provided to 

our clients and volunteers by the Mercy Health team.  Current-

ly, with the support of our community, we are serving over 100 

families/300 individuals per month.   

.  
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Community Building Award 

  

Olivia Holden 

Olivia Holden is the Executive Director of ASSETS Toledo, a 

non-profit corporation that serves persons who are interested 

in starting a business or need the skills to continue in busi-

ness, a position she has held since 2002.  

 

ASSETS Toledo teaches the basics of setting up and running 

through a 13-week training course.  To date over 5000  per-

sons have attended the classes of which 89% have started 

their business and remain in business today.  

 

Subsequent to coming to ASSETS Toledo she was Director of 

Minority Business Services at the Toledo Area Chamber of 

Commerce where she assisted minority business owners to 

become MBE certified, provided training, and raised aware-

ness about minority businesses 

by working with Fortune 500 com-

panies in order for them to obtain 

a working relationship.  

 

Ms. Holden was a supervisor at 

the Ohio Civil Rights Commission, 

where she was responsible for the 

supervision of Field investigators, 

conducted fact finding hearings, 

and provided training for investi-

gative staff. 

 

She attended the University of To-

ledo, University of New York at 
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Albany majoring in nursing; Capital University, Columbus, OH, 

Certified Business Analyst; Notre Dame University, Certified 

Business Executive. She is also a mediator certified by the Su-

preme Court of Ohio. 

 

Ms. Holden served on the Board of the Toledo Lucas County 

Seagate Convention Center and Huntington Center; Appointed 

by Governor Ted Strickland to the State of Ohio Minority Busi-

ness Advisory Council; Unison Behavior Health Group Board 

member; University of Toledo Minority Incubator Board; Univer-

sity of Toledo MBE Diversity Council, and Commissioner for the 

Planning Commission for the City of Toledo and Lucas County. 

She is a member of Friendship Baptist Church. 

 

Ms. Holden has over (5000) children of which two are her bio-

logical children, Kim and Rebekha along with 8 grandchildren 

and two great grandchildren. 
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S . A . V . E .  
M i s s i o n  

S t a t e m e n t  
 

Sc ience  A l l i ance  f o r  Va lu ing  the  Env i ronmen t ,  

(S .A .V .E . )  I nc .  f os te rs  a  pe rsona l  awa reness  and  

respec t  f o r  t he  in te r re la tednes s  o f  eco logy ,  

sp i r i t ua l i t y  and  sus ta inab i l i t y .  S . A .V .E .  c rea tes  

f o rma l  and  in f o rma l  l i f e - l ong  lea rn ing  

oppo r tun i t i es  in  co l l abo ra t ion  w i t h  o rgan i za t ions  

a t  a l l  l eve ls  — loca l ,  na t iona l ,  and  g loba l .  

S .A .V .E . ’ s  ac t i v i t i es  a re  des igne d  to  empower  

ind i v idua l s  to  va l ues -based  ac t ion  f o r  a  jus t  and  

sus ta inab le  wo r ld .  
 

S.A. V.E.  Vision Statement 
S.A.V.E. is a catalyst for individual and community 

action for sustainability.  
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2025-2026  
S.A.V.E. Environmental  Leadership  

Scholarship  Winners 
 

Paulina A. Babula 

Sylvania Southview High School 

Ohio State University 

Animal  Science 

 
Serenity D. Snelling 

Sylvania Southview High School 

Butler University, Indiana 

Environmental Science 
 

Congratulations! 
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2024:Christine Troiani * 

 Dr. Kristen Williams * 

2023: Todd Crail, Ph. D. * 

2022: Kristy DiSalle * 

 Dr. Thomas Wassmer *  

2021: Cody Murnen * 

 Dr. Eliot Tramer * 

2020: Bridgett Miller* 

  Corrine Sanders OP * 

2019: Andy Jorgensen * 

  Michelle Bogue** 

2018: Amy Boros” 

  Jackie Kane** 

  Peggy Riehl 

2017: Michael J. Dick*  

  Abigail Cappel ** 

  Dr. Mark Camp * 

2016: Georgean Keyees* 

  Charles Schneider ** 

2015: Kara Houser* 
2014: Susan Perzynski * 

  Laura Fish ** 

  Sam Evans ** 
2013: Erika Buri * 

  Scott Secrest** 

2012: Rob Peven  

  Maureen Schell 

2011: David Bourland ** 

  Brittany Sanders * 

2010: Kevin English   ** 

  Laura Schetter * 

  Dennis Slotnick ** 

2009: Lorraine Doner * 

2008: Michelle S. Johnson * 

2007: Barbara Fedynich * 

2006: Christine M. Smith *   

2005: Rev. Daniel Zak  

2004: Cheryl Lykowski * 

2003: Susan Gioiella * 

2002: Gary Koppelman * 

2001: Carol Farnsworth * 

2000: Jahnine E. Blosser * 

1999: Deborah G. Cooper  

1998: David H. Sandys * 

1997: Diane McClellan * 

Previous Awardees 
 

Eco-Educators (*Elementary - **Secondary -  
*Higher Ed) 
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Previous Awardees 
 

Eco-Friend of the Environment 
 

2024: Tammy Lyn Connors 

2023: Richard Paat, M.D. 

2022: Future Lawn and Clean Wood Recycling, Inc.  

2021: Markie Miller  

2020: Guns to Garden Program, Toledo Mennonite Church 

2019: Goetz Family Farm CSA 

2018: Thomas Jackson 

2017: Ellie Leonard 

2016: Ann Lindsley 

2015: Johanna and Bill Mack; Juan Castillo 

2014: Beatrice Miringu 
2013: Bryan Ellis 

2012: Mary Lou Leonard 

2011: Florence Oberle 

2010: Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Schlatter & Family 

2009: Sr. M. Grace Ellen Urban, OSF/S  

   Sr. M. Jeremias Stinson, OSF/S 

2008: Michael Szuberla 

2007: Dr. Tim Reichard, DVM 

2006: Sylvania United Church of Christ, John Witte 

2005: Betty Carstensen 

2004: Mark & Julie Shieldcastle 

2003: Dr. Harold A. McMaster 

2002: Don Miller &  Robert J. Anderson 

2001: Jeff Lewis Family 

2000: Olga McNamara 

1999: Arthur W. Landseadel 

1998: U.S. Representative  Marcy C. Kaptur 
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Previous Awardees 
 

David and Janice Sandys Eco-Service Award 
 

2024: Rev. Tony Gallagher 

2023:  Laurie Bertke   

2022: Carla Leow 

2021: Ashley (Breakfield) Ray and Myndy Milliken  

2020: Sophia Lloyd 

2019: Jana Whitmore 

2018: Tracy R. Harmon 

2017: Tony Siebeneck 

2016: Rosalie Billow 

2015: Sister M. Maurice Wodarski, O.S.F. 

2014: Jacqueline Koch 

2013: Lucy Vernile 

2012: Fiske Brothers Lubriplate 

2011: Sandy Gratop 

2010: Sharon Lange 

2009: Karen McMahon 

2008: Kathleen Chamberlain 

2007: Tim Kreps 

2006: Nancy J. Simon 

2005: Bernie Place 

2004: Nancy Goettner 

2003: Sisters of St. Francis 

2002: Frank Szoda Family 

2001: Erma Lee Davison 

2000: Marjorie B. Smella 

1999: Linda A. Fadden 

1998: Dixie S. Miller 
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Previous Awardees 
 

 Community Building Award 
 

2024: Huse Torrence Institute 

2023: The Luken T. Boyle Family 

 Sophia Schroeder 

2022: Alicia Smith, Junction Coalition 

2021: Toledo Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club, Inc. 

 

 

Sharon Havelak OSF Eco-Faith Community Award 

 

2024: First Unitarian Church of Toledo 

2023: Nightingales Harvest Program 

2022: Clothesline Project, St. Timothy Episcopal Church, 

Perrysburg OH  
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Previous Awardees 
 

Eco–Schools 
 

2024: Fairfield Elementary School, Maumee 

 Baking for Better, Northview High School, Sylvania 

2023: Maumee Valley Country Day School 

 Aerospace and Natural Science Academy of Toledo 

2022: Wayne Trail Elementary, Maumee OH  

 Maumee High School, Maumee OH  

2021: Forest Time Kindergarten Academy Perrysburg  

 Southview High School Horticulture Program  

2020: St. Rose School, Perrysburg, OH 

 Lial Catholic School, Whitehouse, OH 

2019: St. Patrick of Heatherdowns, Toledo, OH 

 Evergreen High School, Metamora, OH 

2018: West Side Montessori  School, Toledo Campus 

2017: St. Bernard Elementary School, New Washington, OH 

2016: Chase Academy, Toledo, OH 

 Ida High School, Ida, MI 

2015: Wildwood Environmental Academy (4-12)  

 Wildwood Environmental Academy (K-3) 

 Reynolds Elementary, Toledo, OH 

 (in collaboration with The University Church on Hill Ave.) 

2014: Hawkins Elementary, Toledo, OH 

2013:Montessori School of Bowling Green, OH 

2012: Sunshine Children’s Home, Maumee, OH  

2011: St. Patrick School, Bryan OH 

 Roy C. Start High School, Toledo, OH 

2010:  Meadow Montessori School, Monroe, MI 

2009: Growing Minds, Berkey, OH 

2008: St. Ursula Academy, Toledo, OH 

2007: Starr Elementary, Oregon, OH 

2006: St. Jerome School Walbridge, OH 

2005: Washington Junior High, Toledo, OH  
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Previous Awardees 
 

Eco-Community Award 
 

2024: Sonia Flunder McNair 

2023: Annette Fink 

2022: Mike Ferner  

2021: H.O.O.V.E.S.  

2020: Marilyn DuFour, Sacred Grounds 

2019: Charlie Johnson 

2018: Kurt Erichsen 

2017: Christ Child Society of Toledo 

2016: Tree Toledo 

2015: Sandy Bihn 

2014: General Motors, Toledo Plant 

2013: Vail Meadows Equestrian Center 

2012: Hirzel Canning Company 

2011: Bill Decker, Sr., Decker Homes 

2010: Tom Henry, The Toledo Blade 

2009: Sr. Virginia Ann Welsh, OSF/T, Padua Center 

2008: Keep Toledo–Lucas County Beautiful,  

  Juliana Sample, Director 

2007: Paul Hollenbeck, The Collaborative, Inc. 
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2025—2026 
Free Public Lecture Series  

Join us on ZOOM 
 

All presenters are (LIVE) and on ZOOM held in the Board 
Room in the Franciscan Center at Lourdes University in 

Sylvania, OH. 
For ZOOM Links go to www.sciencealliancesave.org/

events/calendar 

 
September 9,  2025  7:30 P.M. – 9:00 P.M. (Tuesday) 

“The Green Ribbon Initiative (GRI) and the Oak 
Openings” 

By: Matty Watkins and Rick Bryan, both UT graduates 
with a Bachelors in Art Education and years in 

 Environmental Education 
UN Sustainability Goal l#4: Quality Education 

 
November 11, 2025  7:30 P.M. – 9:00 P.M. (Tuesday) 
“The James Webb Space Telescope: A New Fron-
tier in Understanding the Formation of Galaxies” 
By: Dr. Rupali Chandar, PhD, Department of Physics 

and Astronomy, The University of Toledo 
UN Sustainability Goal  #9:  Industry, Innovation and  

Infrastructure  

 
January 20, 2026  7:30 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.   (Tuesday)  
“The Role of Hydrogen in a Sustainable Future: An 

Overview of Production, Delivery, Uses and  
Required Workforce” 

By: Dr. Mark Mason, PhD, Department of Chemistry 
and Biochemistry, The University of Toledo 

UN Sustainability Goal # 7 Affordable and Clean Energy. 
 

http://www.sciencealliancesave.org/events/calendar
http://www.sciencealliancesave.org/events/calendar
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March 24,  2026 7:30 P.M. –  9:00 P.M.  (Tuesday)   
“Environmental and Climate Justice in 2025:  

Challenges and Opportunities for Environmental 
Justice Advocacy” 

By:  Dr. Nicholas Schroeck, PhD., Dean, Professor of 
Law, University of Detroit Mercy, School of Law 
UN Sustainability Goal #13 – Peace, Justice and Strong  

Institutions  
 

April 21, 2026  7:30 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.  (Tuesday)     
“Hidden Lake Gardens: The Gem of Michigan’s 

Irish Hills”. 
By: Paul Pfeifer, Managing Director of Hidden Lake 

Gardens, Michigan State University. 
UN Sustainability Goal #15: Life on Land. 

 
 

All are welcome!  
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Nature’s Health Food 
 

As a fundraiser, SAVE is partner-
ing with Nature’s Health Food, a 
local family-owned business in the 
Sylvania area, which produces lo-
cal honey and maple syrup. Pro-
ceeds from the sales are used for 
science scholarships and other 
educational endeavors. 

1/2 lb. 100% Pure Maple Syrup ……………………….$10.00 
1 lb. 100% Pure Honey …………………………………….…$11.00 
 

Nature’s Health Food  
Honey and Maple Syrup  

are available at each of the SAVE lectures. 
 

(Cash or checks accepted—Payable to S.A.V.E., Inc.) 
 

www.natureshealthfood.net 
Bottled by Nature's Health Food 

Toledo, OH 43615 

Nature’s Health Food is also available at 
 

All Good Things Art and Gift Shop 
6832 Convent Blvd. 
Sylvania, OH 43560 

419-824-3749 

http://www.natureshealthfood.net
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2025-2026 S.A.V.E. Membership Application 
 

Please complete the following application and return with your 

check made payable to S.A.V.E., Inc. 
 

Send application and dues to:       S.A.V.E., Inc.  

 Lourdes University 

 6832 Convent Blvd. 

 Sylvania OH 43560 
 

 
Last Name:    First Name 

 

 
Affiliation 

 

 
Address 

 

 
City    State   Zip Code 

 

 
Email 

 

Membership Type:    New     Renewal 
 

Membership Dues:  

Student Member  $10.00 

Senior Member  $10.00 

Active/Supporting Member $20.00 

Family Membership  $30.00 

Corporate Membership $100.00 
 (please include a camera-ready logo) 

Sustaining Membership $200.00 

(Membership includes quarterly newsletter.) 

 

For more information contact Sister Rosine Sobczak: 419-824-3691; 

rsobczak@lourdes.edu 
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Corporate Sponsors 
Budget Blinds of Toledo 

5133 S Main St 

Sylvania, OH 43560 

Contact: George Cordray 

The Butterfly House 
1145 Obee Rd 

Whitehouse, Ohio 43571 

Contact: Duke Wheeler 

Lourdes University 
6832 Convent Blvd 

Sylvania OH  43560 

Dr. William J. Bisset, President 

Sisters of St Francis  
6832 Convent Blvd 

Sylvania OH 43560 

Sr. Nancy Linenkugel, OSF, 

Congregational Minister 

Sophia Center 
6832 Convent Blvd 

Sylvania OH 43560 

Contact: Sr. Rachel Nijakowski, 

OSF 

Wild Birds Unlimited 
5236 Monroe St Suite D 

Toledo OH 43623 

Contact: Bridgette Stambaugh  

In-Kind Sponsor 

Christ Child Society 

of Toledo 

Lubriplate 
Midwest Office and Plant 

1500 Oakdale Ave 

Toledo OH 43605 

Contact: Jacki Dusza 

Baha’is of Sylvania 
4733 Wickford Dr. W. 
Sylvania, OH 43560 

Contact: Susan Modarai 

Lake Erie  
Waterkeeper, Inc. 
   3900 N. Summit St. 
   Toledo, OH 43611 
Contact: Sandy Bihn 

Sautter’s  Market  
  5519 Main Street 

  Sylvania, OH 43560 

Contact:  James Sautter 



35 

 

S.A.V.E. Officers 2025-2026 
 

Sr. Rosine Sobczak ,OSF,  President 

David Sobczak, Treasurer 

Sr. Rosine Sobczak OSF, Active Recording Secretary 

Sr. Sharon Havelak OSF  Corresponding Secretary 

David Sandys, Corresponding Secretary 

 

Board Members 

Sr. Paula Blevins 

Eileen Kerner 

John  Krochmalny 

Cynthia Nowak 

Susan Perzynski 

 

Co-Founders   

Sr. Rosine Sobczak OSF, M.A. 

Charlene Czerniak, Ph.D. 

Linda Penn, Naturalist (deceased) 
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Congratulations  to our  
2025 Awardees! 

 

Retaj Aljabouri 
Paulina A. Babula  

Yvonne Dubielak 
Ella P. Stewart Academy for Girls 

Franciscan Center Staff 
Lianne Genzman 

Olivia Holden 
Stacey Leffler 

Notre Dame Academy Environmental Club 
Curt and Alison Osmun 

Jash Patel 
Pranav Polu 

Serenity D. Snelling  
Under One Roof Food Pantry. 

 

Thank you for your efforts on behalf of our 
Sister Mother Earth! 


