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I belong to a group of women called the Sisters of Earth (SOE). Since 1994, we have met
every two years to share new and emerging Earth concerns and insights. Last month this
gathering was held virtually and the theme was “Shamanic Journeying into Earth’s
Wisdom — Building Strong and Loving Relationships with the Earth
Community.” It was an invitation to deepen our relationship with the total community
of life by reawakening the words of Father Thomas Berry:
“The Shamanic personality speaks
and best understands the language
of the various creatures of Earth.
This Shamanic insight is especially
important just now when history is
being made not primarily within
nations or between nations, but
between humans and Earth, with all
its living creatures.”
This gathering called forth 101 women in religious congregations, various faiths and
ministries from the U.S., Canada and 13 countries, including Nigeria, India, France,
Philippines, Brazil, Pakistan, South Africa, Australia, Russia and more. All these women
interacting and discussing the relevance of this topic was unifying.
The Native Americans understood the language of all creatures and always treated them
with respect. Women shared their Shamanic stories of listening to Earth’s creatures in
their traditions. These women from around the world were sensing the same spiritual
focus and making connections in this period of time. I felt we were bonded in a deep way
and called to listen to what all creatures are saying to us right now.
In her book, Ask the Beasts, Elizabeth Johnson urges us to listen to Earth’s creatures trying
to tell us humans what Earth means to them. Fr. Berry said, “We will all live together into
the future as a single sacred Earth Community or we will all perish in the desert.”
Science is revealing that humans share the same genetic coding with all other species; it is
just arranged differently. The basis of life is in all creatures. Science indicates life began 3.5
billion years ago on Earth. Humans hold the key for life to continue on Earth. Look what is
lost if we fail!
Books by Peter Wohlleben are easing reading and will help you understand “creature
wisdom” in nature. I recommend reading The Hidden Life of Trees, The Inner Life of Animals
and The Secret Wisdom of Nature. You will never look at the natural world the same way!
Sister Rosine Sobczak, OSF
S.A.V.E. President
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Feeling Stressed? Walk a Labyrinth!
A labyrinth is a sacred place, a sanctuary for peace, prayer, meditation
and healing. The Norma Stark Memory Garden and Labyrinth
(www.normastarklabyrinth.com) is one local example in Perrysburg. To
learn more about labyrinths, visit Veriditas.org. Veriditas means the
“greening power of life.” Several books you also might enjoy are
Walking the Sacred Path by Lauren Artress or Exploring the Labyrinth by
Melissa Gayle West. Learn more and enjoy the peace and tranquility of
this prayer path as we live in this transformative time on Earth.

2022 S.A.V.E. Awards Night
S.A.V.E. hosted its 30th annual Awards Night on May 3 virtually through Zoom, and it was
the highlight of the year’s activities. While we missed being able to get together in person
to celebrate these local people working to save the environment, we had a great time with
some wonderful people through technology!

S.A.V.E. was established in
August 1990 by a group
of concerned citizens
who wanted to make a
difference and promote a
love and appreciation for
our natural world. It is a
non-profit 501(c) (3)
organization.

Congratulations to our 2022 Awardees! Thank you for all you have done and continue to
do for our Sister Mother Earth! We look forward to our next Awards Night, slated for
May 2023. We hope to be able to come together in person to celebrate another great
gathering of people passionate about our Earth!

President
Sr. Rosine Sobczak, OSF

Read more about our 2022 awardees on the next page.

Treasurer
David Sobczak
Acting Secretary
Sr. Rosine Sobczak, OSF
Board Members
Nancy Simon
John Krochmalny
Corresponding
Secretary
Sr. Sharon Havelak, OSF
Dave and Janice Sandys
Board Affiliates
S.A.V.E. Members
Co-Founders
Sr. Rosine Sobczak, OSF
Charlene Czerniak, Ph.D
Linda Penn (deceased)

Financial Report
All Good Things reported a lower volume of sales for
April to June 2022 compared to sales last quarter.
Some member dues payments are still past due. IF
YOU HAVE NOT YET SUBMITTED YOUR
ANNUAL DUES, please do so as soon as possible.
These late payments cause us to send out a postcard
notice causing additional expense. Expenses were for
the newsletter, postage to mail it, lecture fees and the
annual award ceremony. Activity is tracking well in all
areas of the budget at this time. We have received 75
percent of our budgeted corporate memberships and 64 percent of our individual
memberships at this time by the end of July.
Honey and syrup sales as reported by All Good Things Art & Gifts (AGT) indicated a lower
volume of activity compared to the previous quarter. Many other venders are selling honey
and syrup at higher prices. Please purchase from AGT and help YOUR organization as well.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2022 S.A.V.E AWARDEES
Carla Leow
David and Jan Sandys Eco-Service Award

Kristy di Salle, M. Ed.
Eco-Educator Award, Elementary

Carla is a graphic designer at Lourdes University. She has Kristy’s projects as a fourth-grade teacher at Dorr Street
helped S.A.V.E. with publicity for various events for many Elementary School engage her students with The Toledo
years; she makes our S.A.V.E. events look good!
Zoo and Lucas County Soil and Water; her aim is to
develop citizen scientists, ecologists and conservationists.

Future Lawn and Clean Wood Recycling, Inc.
Eco-Friend of the Environment
Graduates of Sylvania Southview’s horticultural program
and The Ohio State University’s Agricultural Technical
Institute, Greg and Mike Kott not only sell their product
but also provide free compost to Toledo Grows and local
community gardens.

Mike Ferner
Eco-Community Award
Mike has been an active environmentalist since the
mid-1970s, working on a number of campaigns, most
recently, the Lake Erie Advocates initiative, as well as
turning his front yard into a native plant habitat.

Wayne Trail Elementary, Maumee
Eco-School Award, Elementary
Christine Smith started the Wayne Trail Environmental
Club in 2006. The club teaches students basic care for the
environment and oversees the school’s
greenhouse and rain gardens.

Dr. Thomas Wassmer, Ph.D.
Eco-Educator Award, Higher Ed
Sharing his passion for “Our Common Home,” Dr
Wassmer teaches terrestrial and freshwater ecology,
evolution, animal physiology and human anatomy and
physiology at Siena Height University, as well as liberal
arts courses which focus on environmental and
Earth justice.

Alicia Smith
Community Building Award
Alicia is the founder and co-director of the Junction
Coalition, a community organization that helps
community members address the social, economic and
environmental issues that they face.

St. Timothy Episcopal Church, Perrysburg
Eco-Faith Award

This year, S.A.V.E. introduced the Eco-Faith Award. The
award grew from S.A.V.E.’s emphasis on the variety of
ways the UN Sustainability Goals invites us to respond to
the needs of our world and its inhabitants, especially
Maumee High School
those who lack basic needs. St. Timothy’s Clothesline
Eco-School Award, Secondary
Outreach project is an amazing project that not only
Under the guidance of principal Matt Dick, Maumee High
supplies
the needs of the local community, but offers
School’s honors English 3 and AP chemistry classes
wide-ranging outreach to other people in need.
worked on several projects in conjunction with the
Green Ribbon Initiative.

Watch a recording of our awards presentation and view our complete awards booklet at
www.sciencealliancesave.org, under our “Events” tab.
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As you prepare for a new school year remember that S.A.V.E. needs your help in
keeping the environment a little bit cleaner. Don't toss that old laptop or cell
phone, allow S.A.V.E to recycle it for you.
S.A.V. E. partners with the “Cartridges For Kids” program to collect and recycle
items that would normally end up in a landfill. We accept for recycling; cell phones,
laser and ink jet cartridges, laptops, MP3’s, PDA’s and tablets, readers and
notebooks.
S.A.V.E. is looking for corporate and business partners who would be willing to
accumulate materials and then donate them for recycling. S.A.V.E. would provide a
receptacle for the deposit of recyclable items. Pick up of quantities can be arranged.
If your business would be willing to assist in this effort, contact the S.A.V.E. office at
419-824-3691.
Please help us help the environment. The used cartridges from your home printer are a
resource worth recycling. Recyclable materials can be dropped off at the S.A.V.E.
office in St. Agnes Hall, Room 166 on the campus of Lourdes University.

Costco embraces U.N. sustainability goals
Costco recently outlined efforts to incorporate the United Nations Sustainability Development Goals
(SDGs) into the company’s sustainability commitment. (Costco Connection, January 2022)
The SDGs were adopted by the U.N. in 2015 as a universal call to end poverty, protect
the planet and find ways for people around the world to live in peace and prosperity. Costco has
identified seven of these 17 goals that closely relate to its business, involving how products are
sourced and how the global company operates its warehouses and depots around the world. Learn
more about Costco’s sustainability commitment by visiting costco.com and scrolling to the link at the
bottom of the page under “About Us.”

United Nations International Day of Peace
Join S.A.V.E. and dozens of other area organizations and individuals on Sept. 21 from
noon to 1 p.m. at the Lucas County Courthouse to celebrate the United Nation’s
International Day of Peace. The event will include gathering around a peace pole, brief
statements and proclamations, acknowledgment of co-sponsors and a march around the
block. Organized by Social Justice Advocates, the event is inclusive, non-violent and
non-partisan. We hope you can join us!
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2021-2022 S.A.V.E. Lecture Series

Bob Clark-Phelps contrasts Climate Care with Climate Chaos
On April 12, Bob Clark-Phelps delivered the latest installment of S.A.V.E.’s free public lecture
series, “Climate Care vs. Climate Chaos: Finding Our Voices and Charting a Course.” Dr.
Clark-Phelps holds a PhD in physics and has worked in semiconductor technology
development for 25 years — 16 of which were in solar energy. He is a senior member of the
staff at First Solar, a member of Citizen’s Climate Lobby and founder of the Creation Care
Team at St. John XXIII Catholic Community in Perrysburg.
Dr. Clark-Phelps refreshed our memories about recent calamities such as the 2014 Toledo
water crisis and the destructive superstorm Hurricane Sandy in 2012.
Additional “climate chaos” points presented by Dr. Clark-Phelps included:
Bob Clark-Phelps

Higher earth temperatures cause increased evaporation in the hydrologic cycle, which
causes droughts in some areas and flooding in others;
Algae blooms promoted by climate change are drastically impacting fresh water sources;
Farm fields are too wet: for example, 40 percent of Wood County farm lands could not be planted in 2018;
Air pollution causes 350,000 deaths per year.
•

•
•
•

Dr. Clark-Phelps stated that CLIMATE CARE implies that we
must care for all life. Climate change can be a matter of life or
death for some people like citizens of Tanzania and Guatemala.
We can all reduce our carbon footprint with actions such as:
•
•
•
•
•

Pack purchases in a reusable tote instead of plastic bags
Stop using plastic water bottles.
Consider solar panels for energy.
Elect political leaders who pass legislation with positive
improvements for climate change.
Contact current Congressional representatives and
emphasize the importance of their actions on climate change.

MISS A LECTURE?
A recording of this and other previous lectures may
be viewed on our YouTube Channel or on the
S.A.V.E. website at www.sciencealliancesave.org.

Steps we take today can reduce water scarcity for millions. Dr.
Clark-Phelps emphasized his point by reminding us how frightened we were with only a three-day water crisis in
Toledo.
He cited the threat of a three degree increase in world temperature by 2100 that would be devastating, and noted a
bill currently in Congress called the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act of 2021 would impose a fee on the
carbon content of fuels, including crude oil, natural gas, coal, or any other product derived from those fuels that will
be used so as to emit greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. Emission reductions would lead to job creation.
Dr. Clark-Phelps reviewed local efforts currently ongoing at First Solar and Toledo Solar and in electric vehicle
development. His closing comments were to encourage all participants to join Citizen’s Climate Lobby, a grassroots
nonprofit and non-partisan organization focused on passing a specific piece of legislation called Carbon Fee and
Dividend, with a proven strategy to gain its passage.
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S.A.V.E. strives to be a catalyst for environmental
change. We are proud of past S.A.V.E. awardees
who continue to make a positive difference for the
earth.
Amy Boros, a 2018 S.A.V.E. awardee and teacher at
Hull Prairie Intermediate School, was awarded the
Presidential Innovator Environmental Education
Award on Aug. 4 in Washington DC.

Three past S.A.V.E.
awardees visited
Costa Rica to learn
about conservation and
eco-tourism efforts
Above, (from left) back
row, Springfield teacher
Kristy DiSalle, Perrysburg
teacher Amy Boros and
Maumee teacher Mike
Dick met with students
in the city of Sarapiqui.

This summer, several individuals who were honored
with S.A.V.E. awards in past years as exemplary teachers also visited Costa Rica to learn
about the country’s educational system, ecology, conservation and eco-tourism.
Kristy DiSalle (2022), a teacher at Dorr Elementary, Toledo; Amy Boros (2018), a teacher at Hull Prairie School, Perrysburg; and Mike Dick (2017), a teacher at Gateway Middle
School, Maumee; traveled in a group that was sponsored by the Martha Holden Jennings
Foundation affiliated with the Fund for Teachers.
While there, they learned about how conservation education in elementary schools was
used to combat poaching that has plagued the native macaw population for decades. Concepts gleaned from this trip will enable the teachers to approach the conservation of
plants and animals in our own bioregion. We are so proud of these dedicated teachers!

Children’s Books to Encourage Future Environmentalists
Looking for something to give your child or grandchild for a birthday or
Valentine’s Day? Let’s begin preparing our children for the future by introducing
them to the wonders of nature rather than scaring them about what troubles
might lie ahead. Here are some books ideas:
The LORAX by Theodor Geisel, a.k.a. Dr. Seuss, concerns the deforestation
of the Truffula trees which locals have grown to love. The Lorax, a small little
man, has taken upon himself to hear the trees that were speaking to him and he
worked to save them.
•

Water Protectors by Carole Lindstrom, a Native American from the Ojibway
tribe, who writes of a little girl that wanted to save their land from the “black
snake”, a winding pipeline which threatened the plants and animals of the region
and her tribe’s way of life. She was the first Native American to receive the prestigious
Caldecott Medal for this book.
•

•

A World of Plants by conservation biologist, Martin Jenkins, includes the carbon cycle and
features soil types and plants species which grow well in various types of habitats. It features
all levels of plant life and is good for children and adults who have an intense interest in this
topic.
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COLLEGE
SCHOLARSHIPS
The S.A.V.E. Environmental Leadership
Scholarship awards $500 each to two high school
seniors from Northwest Ohio and Southeast Michigan to
assist with college/university tuition, books, fees and or
any other aspect of education for their freshman year. An
application form, 500-word essay, a recommendation
letter from an administrator or teacher and a proof of
college/university enrollment are required to apply. You
do not need to be a S.A.V.E. member and students
planning to attend any college/university are eligible.
Applications will be accepted from Feb. 23, 2023, through
Friday, April 14, 2023, with the awardees to be notified by
May 3, 2023. Deadline for submission is Friday, May 20,
2023. For more information and an application, visit the
Scholarships page under the events section of the
S.A.V.E. website at www.sciencealliancesave.org.

Welcome to Our New Members!
Lori Proctor
Darla Culberson

JOIN S.A.V.E.
TODAY!
Members receive a quarterly newsletter, fliers for
upcoming lectures and events, announcements
concerning local opportunities, scholarship
opportunities and more. Fill out the application on
page 12 or submit your application online today!
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Honey & Maple Syrup
If you are looking for a way to
support S.A.V.E., All Good
Things Art & Gifts on the
campus of the Sisters of St.
Francis of Sylvania sells pure
honey ($10.89) and maple
syrup ($9.68) produced by our
community partner, Nature’s
Health Food. Call the store
directly at 419-824-3749 for
current hours.

SHINE Women’s Summit
The Sisters of Notre Dame are hosting SHINE
Women’s Summit on Sept. 29 from 1-6 p.m. at the
Valentine Theatre in Toledo The event links ecology, spirituality and sustainability, and will bring women of all faiths and backgrounds
together to support, honor, inspire, nurture and
empower each other. Chrys Peterson will lead a
keynote conversation with Dr. Mona Hanna-Attisha,
the pediatrician who worked to expose the effects
of the Flint water crisis on children and author of
“What the Eyes Don’t See.” A panel discussion with
local women leaders will follow along with a cocktail
reception and book signing. For more information,
visit sndusa.org/shine or contact Kerri Rochelle at
krochelle@sndusa.org or 419-214-0837.

Membership Renewals
S.A.V.E.’s new fiscal year
begins Sept. 1, and this is
when we request
membership dues. Thanks
to all who have renewed!
For those who have not,
there is still time to
send in your renewal. These dues support
S.A.V.E.’s free lecture series and environmental
programs and scholarships. Thank you for your
support!
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Cultivating Mindfulness in the Parks
Parks have a way to help us pause, reflect and destress. We have beautiful
Metroparks in Toledo and surrounding areas. Why not make use of them? Parks
are ideally suited for the practice of mindfulness, that is, of being present in the
moment. Try these techniques to help you pause and reflect:”
Be present to the moment, and put aside your tasks for a few minutes. It may
be “the pause that refreshes!”
• Slow down! Take a drink or eat a snack.
• Use your senses. Look around, listen to sounds, see others along the way.
Smell the freshness of trees and flowers. Look at the clouds above. Feel the earth
below your feet.
• Take time to connect with people around you, and the animals and plants that
are nearby.
•

You will be amazed at the energy you will get from nature, but you could practice
mindfulness anyplace. Try it!
Adapted from Our Parks, Summer edition.

Compassion Across All Faiths
No person on the face of the Earth wants to be cheated, shorted or abused. Therefore, throughout
millennia, certain standards of behavior were explicitly identified and expected to be applied among
people choosing to live in community. It was Socrates that wrote in 400 BCE that if a person wanted
to be just in their life, that person must find another that exhibits a life of justice and follow that
example/model. In the present 21st century, who will such a person use as their model of just
behavior? People are mortal beings who make mistakes and errors in judgement that result in
conflict, hence the need for a more universal model of human behavior.
In modern times, one can point to at least nine religions originating from different parts of the world.
These world religions have common characteristics, and of more importance, values that can be
universally applied. The religion’s originators have, by the strength of their character, exhibited such
attributes as Kindness, Mercy, Honesty, Integrity, and more generally understood acts of
Compassion. In their own ways, these “model citizens” were providing definitive examples that
would lead to a recognizable civilization. They became believers united in their behavioral actions
building a prosperous society. Could these same values of Compassion be foundations used by other
local peoples of faith to make this world a better place all creation? What could be the possibilities of
expanding S.A.V.E.’s network of people and organizations to achieve a better and Sustainable
Northwest Ohio Area?
In upcoming board meetings, Science Alliance S.A.V.E. board members will be discussing the
opportunities, possibilities and practicalities of such a platform for possible future collective actions
related to Sustainability.
S.A.V.E.
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Memorials and Tributes
IN MEMORY OF ...
Reynold Brezi

Donald Scheckelhoff

Sister Mary Jon Wagner, OSF

S.A.V.E. Member

S.A.V.E. Member

S.A.V.E. Corporate Sponsor

“It must be a great disappointment to God if we are not dazzled at least ten times a day.”
-Mary Oliver

Did you know...

You can make a gift to S.A.V.E. in honor of someone?
You can make a gift to S.A.V.E. in memory of someone?

Perhaps you know someone who has done something for the environment and you would like to
acknowledge them, or perhaps someone passed away and you would like to memorialize their legacy. Please
use the form below. Your donation will be featured in the next newsletter or, if you wish, listed as
Anonymous.

Please mail forms to:
S.A.V.E. Office
c/o Sr. Rosine Sobczak OSF
6832 Convent Blvd.
Sylvania, OH 43560
Or email to SAVE@lourdes.edu
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S.A.V.E. 2022-2023 LECTURE SERIES

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, S.A.V.E. Lecture Series 2022-2023 presentations are following the Center of Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) guidelines and the COVID status in Lucas County at the time of the scheduled lectures. The first two lectures will
be held both online and in person, with masks and social distancing encouraged. The others are ZOOM only. For further information,
please contact the S.A.V.E office: 419-824-3691 or email rsobczak@lourdes.edu.
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S.A.V.E. Membership Application
2022-2023
Membership is from September 1st of current year to August 31st of following year.

Please complete the following application and return with your check
made payable to S.A.V.E., Inc.
Application may also be completed online at www.sciencealliancesave.org.
Send application and dues to: S.A.V.E., Inc.
Lourdes University 6832 Convent Blvd. Sylvania, Ohio 43560 | Phone: (419) 824-3691
Last Name:

First Name:

Affiliation:

Position:

M.I.

Address:
City:

State:

Phone: (business)

(home)

Email:

Fax:

Membership:

New

Zip Code:

Renewal

Types of Membership: Annual Dues
Student Member

$10.00

Senior Member

$10.00

Active/Supporting Member

$20.00

Family Membership
Corporate Member **

$30.00
$100.00

*

(please include a camera ready logo)

All members will receive the quarterly newsletter.

I would like to help in one of the following areas:
Membership

Newsletter

Fundraising

Lecture Series

Phone Committee

Award Reception & Dessert Buffet

Board Member

Please help us increase the effectiveness of S.A.V.E activities by becoming involved.
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THANK YOU TO OUR S.A.V.E. SPONSORS
Please support our generous sponsors and let them know you saw them in the S.A.V.E. newsletter!
Interested in becoming a sponsor of S.A.V.E.? Contact SAVE@lourdes.edu or 419-824-3691.

Want to see your
business here?
Learn more about
corporate sponsorship
on our website or
contact
SAVE@lourdes.edu
or 419-824-3691.
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VISION STATEMENT
S.A.V.E. is a catalyst for individual and
community action for sustainability.
MISSION STATEMENT
The Science Alliance for Valuing the Environment (S.A.V.E.)
fosters a personal awareness and respect for the interrelatedness
S.A.V.E. Inc.
6832 Convent Blvd.
Sylvania, OH 43560

of ecology, spirituality and sustainability. S.A.V.E. creates formal
and informal life-long learning opportunities in collaboration with
organizations at all levels — local, national and global. S.A.V.E.’s
activities are designed to empower individuals to values-based

Phone: 419-824-3691

action for a just and sustainable world.

Fax: 419-824-3526
E-mail: SAVE@lourdes.edu
An Educational Consortium for
Environmental Sustainability

S.A.V.E. CALENDAR
Sept. 13, 2022
S.A.V.E. Lecture
CURRENT Government Research into UFO's
Thomas Wertman, Ohio Director of
Mutual UFO Network
Nov. 15, 2022
S.A.V.E.. Lecture
Paths to a Sustainable Future – Learn How to
Use your Voice, Your Vote
Julie Shapiro, MSPH and
Stephen M. Roberts, Ph.D.
Climate Reality Project, NW Ohio

Follow S.A.V.E. on Facebook or
access S.A.V.E.’s Google
Calendar under the Events tab of
www.sciencealliancesave.org for an
up-to-date events listing.

FIND US ON THE WEB

www.ScienceAllianceSAVE.org
www.facebook.com/SAVEScienceAlliance

Every Drop Makes a Difference
Remove marine debris
and make an impact in
our community by
joining Partners for
Clean Streams in
Northwest Ohio’s
largest watershed
clean-up on Sept. 24!.
This year, the
organization is offering
updated challenges for
youth and college groups and general challenges open to all volunteers.
There are seven kickoffs spread throughout our region to choose from on
Clean Your Streams Day, with many river, creek and ditch sites in need in
each kickoff region.
There is also a week-long remote clean-on-your-own kickoff leading up to
Clean Your Streams Day. Volunteers can choose a public waterway site to
pick up trash and use the Clean Swell app to record what they remove.
Complete your remote clean-up any time from Sept. 17-24.
For more information about Clean Your Streams Day, email
admin@partnersforcleanstreams.org or call 419-874-0727 or visit
partnersforcleanstreams.org/events/cys.

