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News from  the Science Alliance for Valuing the Environment 

Welcome to a new edition of S.A.V.E. 

Notes . I had several thoughts as I began 

to write this first page. Using the book 

Meditations with Thomas Berry selected by 

June Raymond, I was captivated by the first 

Chapter on Creativity . Where does 

Creativity really come from?  Humans are 

creative, but animals, plants and even the 

microbes are, too! Being creative requires 

energy and the source of all energy on 

Earth comes from the sun. The sunôs  

energy, however, comes from the Big Bang 

which occurred 13.8 billion years ago, 

therefore, Creativity is built into  

everything from the very beginning. One 

immense explosion followed by many  

others caused stars and galaxies to form. 

A C.S. Lewis quote that was featured in a 

publication from Arrow Print and Copy, 

our newest co-sponsor, seems  

appropriate: 

 

ñHardships often prepare ordinary people for an extraordinary destiny.ó  

 

Does this apply to galaxies, too? A James Webb telescope picture released July 14, 2024, 

showed a new set of galaxies called the Penguin and Egg. Nature intersects with the  

galaxies! How creative is that? Nature is important and its concept was there from the  

beginning, also. I wondered what those starsõ evolution was like and how much violence 

they underwent to form these shapes? Berry says, ñViolence and destruction are  

dimensions of the Universe.ó Therefore, Creativity comes from the beginning of the  

Universe through much violence and continues to come to every living being. We humans 

are the first created beings to have within our grasp the power to decide the future of life 

on Earth. How awesome is that? Einstein said, ñIf we change the world, let it bear the mark 

of our intelligence.ó  Only if we deal with the difficulties and use our Creativity wisely, will 

Earth be made ñnewó and have an extraordinary destiny! The choice is ours to make,  

starting now.  
 

Sister Rosine Sobczak, OSF  

S.A.V.E. President 

Pondering Creativity 
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S.A.V.E. was established in 

August 1990 by a group of 

concerned citizens  

who wanted to make a 

difference and promote a 

love and appreciation for 

our natural world. It is a  

non-profit 501(c) (3)  

organization.  

 
President  

Sr. Rosine Sobczak, OSF 

 

Treasurer  

David Sobczak  

 

Acting Secretary  

Sr. Rosine Sobczak, OSF  

 

Board Members  

Sr. Paula Blevins, OSF 

Cody Murnen 

John Krochmalny 

Susan Perzynski 

Eileen Kerner 

 

Corresponding  

Secretary  

Sr. Sharon Havelak, OSF  

David Sandys  

 

Media  

Kylee (Doty) Alexander 

 

Website/Newsletter  

Laurie Bertke 

 

Board Affiliates   

S.A.V.E. Members 

 

Co-Founders   

Sr. Rosine Sobczak, OSF 

Charlene Czerniak, Ph.D 

Linda Penn (deceased) 

 

S.A.V.E. Notes  is  

published quarterly in  

January, April, August and 

October. Submit  

newsletter items to 
save@lourdes.edu. 

Membership dues paid thus far are 91 percent of our 

budget with 75 percent of corporate members  

budgeted and 110 percent for individuals.  We have 

eight new members and two sustaining members. 

Memorials and Donations have exceeded our budget 

by $188. The major expenses are for the awards  

ceremony and this newsletter. We have received $32 

in donations. The Linda Penn Fund has disbursed 

$700 for one scholarship and additional science 

awards. This report reflects the fiscal period that ended 

June 30, 2024. 

 

Honey & Syrup Sales 
Year to date sales at All Good Things Art & Gifts on the Sylvania Franciscan campus total 

$2,668 which is 33 percent more than our budget. Our organization receives a portion of 

the sales proceeds and we at S.A.V.E. thank all who purchased products to help our mission. 

 

-David Sobczak, Treasurer 

Financial Report 

Laura Megeath, Lourdes University Lifelong Learning coordinator, and Sr. Rosine Sobczak, 

OSF, S.A.V.E. president, have purchased one ZOOM license to be shared by both  

organizations. (If you went on ZOOM this past year, you have already used the combined 

ZOOM link so there is no difference.) The benefits of this collaboration include: 

 

¶ Reduces the cost ñ each pays half 

¶ Cross-promotes S.A.V.E. lectures and Lifelong Learning programs between members of 

the two organizations 

¶ Exposes our members to even more learning opportunities  

¶ Seniors can now attend ZOOM lectures for day and nighttime viewing without needing 

to leave home 

 

S.A.V.E. lectures are always free and open to the public with no registration required. Just 

come to the Franciscan Center or join us virtually on ZOOM.  

S.A.V.E. collaborates with Lifelong Learning 

Congratulations to S.A.V.E. scholarship winner 

Congratulations to Essence Dobbelaere-Buchman of Whitehouse, 2024 recipient of the 

S.A.V.E. Environmental Leadership Scholarship. She was presented with the $500 award 

May 14 at S.A.V.E.'s Annual Dessert Buffet and Awards Night at the Franciscan Center. 

Essence is a 2024 graduate of Anthony Wayne High School and plans to attend the 

University of Cincinnati this fall to pursue a Bachelor of Science in biology. We wish her 

success in her future career! 
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S.A.V.E. attends Lucas County Farm Connection event 
Lourdes University, a corporate sponsor of S.A.V.E., partnered with 

Lucas Soil and Water Conservation District (Lucas SWCD), Lucas 

County Auditorõs Office, and several other local agencies and  

institutions for the inaugural Lucas County Farm Connection event 

July 20 at MacQueenõs Orchards in Holland, Ohio. Sr. Paula Blevins, 

OSF, a S.A.V.E. board member, was on hand to share info about 

S.A.V.E. at a shared table with Dr. Kristen Williams and other  

representatives from Lourdes University.  

 

MacQueen Orchards uses apple-processing methods that were  

chosen to minimize any environmental impacts. The family-friendly 

event brought together the agricultural and non-agricultural  

communities to learn, play, and inspire forward progress for  

sustainable food production in Lucas County. It included speakers, a 

childrenõs area, food trucks, an orchard tour, and a business and agency expo. Emphasizing the importance of home

-grown food and grain produced in Lucas County, the event was organized to make attendees more aware of  

local farming, and all that it entails, in both rural and urban settings. 

-Laurie Bertke 

Sr. Paula Blevins, OSF, represents S.A.V.E. at the  

inaugural Lucas County Farm Connection event. 

Marta Deleon  

Joan Ebbitt  

Evelyn Ghatak  

Anthony Haddad  

Eileen & Kevin Kerner  

Tina & Jay Jindal 

Pandey Mohan  

Kristen Williams  

Karen Zielinski, OSF  

 

Members receive a quarterly newsletter, fliers for 

upcoming lectures and events, announcements 

concerning local opportunities, scholarship 

opportunities and more. Fill out the application on 

page 12 or submit your application online today!  

JOIN S.A.V.E. 

TODAY!  

Welcome, New Members! 

S.A.V.E.õs new fiscal year 

begins in September, and 

this is when we request 

membership dues. Thanks 

to all who have renewed! 

For those who have not, 

there is still time to 

send in your renewal . These dues support 

S.A.V.E.õs free lecture series and environmental  

programs and scholarships. Thank you for your  

support! 

Membership Renewals 

Honey & Maple Syrup  
If you are looking for a way to 

support S.A.V.E., All Good 

Things Art & Gifts on the 

campus of the Sisters of St. 

Francis of Sylvania sells pure 

honey ($11) and maple syrup 

($10) produced by our  

community partner,  

Natureõs Health Food. Call 

the store directly at  

419-824-3749 for current hours.  

 

 

The greatest threat to our planet is the belief that 

someone else will save it.ðRobert Swan 

https://www.sciencealliancesave.org/announcements/join-save-at-lucas-county-farm-connection-event
http://macqueenorchards.com/
https://www.sciencealliancesave.org/membership.html
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Toledo Repair Caf® restores Childrenõs Wonderland figures  

Since 1963, families from all over Northwest Ohio have been coming to find the  

holiday spirit at Childrenõs Wonderland. Grandparents are now enjoying enchanting  

displays with their grandchildren that they remember enjoying as youngsters. After  

decades of use, more than 60 animated figures were malfunctioning and in need of  

repairs. The Sylvania Recreation District, current Childrenõs Wonderland organizer,  

connected with the Toledo Repair Café to find people who were able to make repairs 

on the damaged, antique electro-mechanical figures. 

 

Volunteers from the TRC including S.A.V.E. board member John Krochmalny determined that because 

of the age of the figures and the lack of replacement parts available for repairs, only about 65 percent 

could be brought back to life.  Lubrication and mechanical adjustments worked their magic on many 

figures. Others needed electrical servicing to bring them back into action.  

 

The Sylvania Recreation District expressed its deep appreciation for the free services of the TRC  

volunteers for their efforts in restoring these historic characters for present and future generations. 

 

Toledo Repair Café is a multifaith ministry in which volunteers offer free assistance to individuals 

with items in need of repair. Upcoming events: (10 a.m. ð 2 p.m.)  

 

August 24  Reynolds Corners Branch Library 

September 28  Oregon Branch Library 

October 26  Maumee Branch Library 

November 23  King Road Branch Library 

-John Krochmalny 

 Electronics Recycling with S.A.V.E. 
          The S.A.V. E. organization partners with the Jaco Corporation and their òCartridges 

For Kidsó program to collect and recycle items that would normally end up in a 

landfill. 

 

We accept cell phones, laser and ink jet cartridges, including inkjet cartridges from 

home printers, laptops, MP3s, PDAs and tablets, readers and notebooks. Items for 

recycling can be brought to a S.A.V.E. lecture and given to any board member.  

Recyclable materials can also been dropped off at the office in St. Agnes 

Hall (SAH 166) on the campus of Lourdes University.  

 

If your employer or business would be willing to accumulate materials and donate 

them for recycling, S.A.V.E. will provide a receptacle for the deposit of recyclable 

items. Pick up of quantities can be arranged. If you can assist in this effort, contact 

the S.A.V.E. office at 419-824-3691. 

-David Sandys 

Did You Know é  

Recycling one aluminum can saves enough energy to run  

a TV for three hours? 
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2023-2024 S.A.V.E. Lecture Series 

Lecture addresses conservation in Northwest Ohio 
S.A.V.E.õs April lecture featured Rob Krain, executive director of Black Swamp Conservancy, speaking on 

òConservation in Northwest Ohio: Protecting What's Left. Restoring What's Been Lost.ó The Black Swamp  

Conservancy was founded in 1993 by a group of people alarmed by the rapidly accelerating rate of development in 

rural northwest Ohio.  

 

The mission of The Black Swamp Conservancy is to protect and enhance natural habitats and family farms in  

northwest Ohio for the benefit of current and future generations. The Great Black Swamp was a 1500-square-mile 

swamp that stretched from Lake Erie all the way to Fort Wayne, Indiana along the Maumee River and provided for 

an enormous amount of biodiversity. Around the turn of the last century it was cleared and drained. Ninety-five 

percent of its historic wetlands were lost. The land was cleared of all its trees. This resulted in some of the best 

farmland in the country.  

 

The unintended consequences that we are dealing with today are loss of water quality and biodiversity. A subsurface 

drainage system called òtile drainageó was setup throughout farming areas to keep the land dry and agriculturally 

productive. This system takes water off the farmlands as quickly as possible into Lake Erie and the Maumee River. 

This rapid drainage from the farmlands carries sediment and  

nutrients into Lake Erie that ends up feeding toxic algal blooms. 

 

The Conservancyõs mission is two-fold: (1) agriculture  

preservation with (2) a better equilibrium with natural habitats. 

 

The better part of Krainõs presentation highlighted the  

Conservancyõs recent projects to restore natural habitats. These 

projects include: 

 

ð a private land conservation  

established in 1885 which has entrusted to the Conservancy to 

òforever maintainó in its natural condition. It is the largest  

Conserved property consisting of 1,100 acres of coastal marshland 

on Lake Erie by Davis-Bessie. Forty-one rare and endangered  

species inhabit the conservation site. 

 

ð were purchased and donated to the Sandusky County Park System. They 

are located along the Sandusky River and the City of Fremont is the population center of this system. 

 

ð consists on 40 acres on Catawba Island. This property was purchased by the  

Conservancy at the request of the family of Dr. Nehls to maintain and save it from development. 

 

ð This Conservancy owned property is located in Pemberville, Ohio, and 

is the Conservancyõs Conservation Center. It consists of 110 acres, 80 of which are the remnant of the Great Black 

Swamp wooded wetlands and restored Prairie. 

òBlack Swampó continued on page 7 

A recording of this and other previous lectures 

may be viewed on our YouTube Channel  or on 

the S.A.V.E. website.  

-)33 ! ,%#452%ȩ 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJLpziCTL8ujf_Do7N9FsLA/videos
https://www.sciencealliancesave.org/previous-lectures.html
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2024 S.A.V.E AWARDEES  
 

Rev. Tony Gallagher  

David and Jan Sandys Eco-Service Award 

Father Tony is a retired Catholic priest, who has taken to 

heart the churchõs call, under the inspiration of Vatican II 

and the words of Pope Francis, to support many 

social justice causes. SAVE is grateful for his supportive 

presence.  

 

Tammy Lyn Connors  

Eco-Friend of the Environment 

Having survived her own difficulties in life inspired  

Tammy Lyn to create H.O.P.E., Helping People to Evolve, 

to share her story and the stories of people who have 

struggled but still found the strength to keep on going. 

Her blogs and podcasts help people to share their  

stories, find healing and know that they are not alone. 

 

Fairfield Elementary School  

Eco-School Award, Elementary 

The PAX Good Behavior Game program, a classroom 

management system adopted by Fairfield Elementary 

three years ago, has transformed the classroom  

environment, so much so it is now used district-wide. 

 

Baking for Better, Northview High School  

Eco-School Award, Secondary 

Baking for Better offers students a fun experience,  

learning to bake various goodies, while making a  

difference in the lives of those who are disadvantaged. 

The program was begun through the efforts of student 

Gavin Ballard. 

 

 

Sonia Flunder -McNair  

Eco-Community Award 

After a health issue turned her life upside-down, Sonia 

decided to cultivate a healthy lifestyle for herself and  

others, and to develop sustainable communities 

through natural wellness and urban farming, with a focus 

on youth involvement. She hopes to create an urban 

framing revolution. 

 

Christine Troiani  

Eco-Educator Award, Elementary 

For over 25 years, Christine has offered students hands-

on experiences and cultivated environmental awareness 

and stewardship through her Environmental Club at 

Maumee Intermediate School. Students have taken the 

message to heart ð and to develop programs at home, 

and at Maumee Middle and High Schools. 

 

Kristen Willims, Ph.D.  

Eco-Educator Award, Higher Ed 

An Assistant Professor in Biology and Health Science at 

Lourdes University, author and lecturer, Kristen is  

passionate on introducing middle and high school  

Students to science careers through STEM  

demonstrations. She is also the director of Handmade 

Soaps for Humanity which distributes handmade soaps 

and hygiene kits to the homeless. 

 

First Unitarian Church of Toledo  

Sharon Havelak OSF Eco-Faith Award 

Certified as a Green Sanctuary though the Unitarian  

Universalist Association in 2011, the Church has worked 

òAwardsó continued on page 7 

S.A.V.E.õs annual Awards Night is always the highlight of our activities each year. On May 14 we  

gathered to celebrate the following individuals and groups for their notable passion for the  

environment. Congratulations to our 2024 Awardees! Thank you for all you have done and continue 

to do for our Sister Mother Earth!  



P A G E  7  V O L U M E  3 5 ,  I S S U E  1  

Welcome to Our New Members! 

òAwardsó continued 

 

to involve all members of the 

church in its  

environmental activities, with 

its far-reaching initiatives,  

including solar panels, a  

community garden, a rain  

garden, composting and  

continuing education. 

 

Huse Torrence  

Institute  

Community Building Award 

The Multifaith Council of Northwest Ohio created the 

Huse Torrence Institute, focused on educating on  

diversity, cultural awareness and community betterment. 

It has planned and implemented a number of programs 

and tutorials, offered live, in-person and virtually. 

 

2024 State Science Day Planet Earth  

Sustainability Award  

Lucas DõCruz, Sullivan Meneghetti, and Samhita Parantham 

S.A.V.E. Environmental Leadership  

Scholarship  

Essence Dobbelaere-Buchman 

-Sr. Sharon Havelak, OSF 

òBlack Swampó continued from page 5 

 

ð located in Point Place this is the first metro-Toledo focus property and is 

a critical migratory bird habitat. The Conservancy is in the process of finalizing the purchase of this 15-acre  

category 3 remnant wooded wetland and historic beach ridge. 

 

ð is a conservancy owned 70-acre property on the Maumee River just outside  

Liberty Center between Grand Rapids and Napoleon. In this restoration project the Conservancy and the Ohio 

DNR are working together to bring back the pirate perch population to eventually remove it from the endan-

gered species list. 

 

-Shank Living Laboratory ð This 16-acre restoration site on the Tontogany Creek in Wood County was 

donated to Otsego schools to be used for outdoor learning. 

 

Ohioõs Plan for clean water (òH2Ohioó) launched in 2019 has sped up and expanded Ohio conservation and  

restoration efforts. (www.h2.ohio.gov). For more information about the Black Swamp Conservancy visit 

www.blackswamp.org.  

-Sr. Paula Blevins, OSF    

ñThe time of nations is gone! 

Today we think of Earth.ò 

-Teilhard de Chardin 

2024 S.A.V.E. Award Winners 

http://www.h2.ohio.gov
http://www.blackswamp.org

